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have already noted that the exclusive policy of the gilds had
driven enterprising capitalists to turn to the possibilities of the
country districts, where the power of the gild ordinances did
not extend. Thus all East Anglia became covered with little
manufacturing villages where the employer could get cheap
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labour without interference from the gilds. The gilds of the
towns of course tried to get control of these illicit workers and
were, as we shall see, supported by the government, but the
attempt was only successful for a short time. The London
suburbs grew in the same way. Craftsmen wishing to set up
without the heavy expenses attaching to gild membership re-
moved themselves across the river to Southwark or Bermondsey;
aliens rejected by the short-sighted policy of the city authorities